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TROPICAL

Tropical Cyclone OIB was the first of
two cyclones to affect the Bay of Bengal and
the only one to form in the Bay this year.

In mid-May, the monsoon trough was
well-established throughout the Bay of Bengal
between 8° to 10° north latitude with the
heaviest convection persisting over the
southwestern portion of the Bay. On 20 May,
there was a broad area of poorly organized
convection formed in the eastern half of the Bay
and sparse synoptic data suggested a circulation
center. But it wasn’t until late on 22 May that
the organization improved and convection
increased dramatically. This development
prompted JTWC to issue a Tropical Cyclone
Formation Alert at 230330Z and the first

CYCLONE OIB

warning followed at 2315002. The basic track
to the north-northwest was interrupted on 24
and 25 May when weak mid-level steering
resulted in an erratic and very slow movement.

Even though the system’s development
was slowed by northeast winds aloft, Tropical
Cyclone OIB (Figure 3-OIB-1) did attain a
intensity of 55 kt (28 m/see) at 261200Z, just
before making landfall. After landfall the
cyclone passed 60 nm (110 km) west of
Calcutta, which recorded 25 kt (13 m/see)
sustained surface winds and a minimum sea-
level pressure of 988 mb. Then, the dissipating
circulation tracked northward into the heat low .
No reports of damage were received.

Figure 3-OIB-1. Digitized mosaic fmm the satellite global data base at AFGWCshowsTropical Cyclone OIB
movrng towards landfall and Calcutta (240300Z-240400Z May DMSP visual data).
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